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JOINT STANDING COMMITTEE ON THE COMMISSIONER FOR CHILDREN AND YOUNG PEOPLE 

Ninth Report — “Amendment of Finding 5 and Finding 6 from Report No. 8” — Tabling 

MS A.R. MITCHELL (Kingsley) [10.00 am]: I present for tabling the ninth report of the Joint Standing 

Committee on the Commissioner for Children and Young People entitled “Amendment of Finding 5 and 

Finding 6 from Report No. 8”. 

[See paper 4663.] 

Ms A.R. MITCHELL: On 1 March 2012, I tabled the eighth report, entitled “Report on the Functions of the 

Commissioner for Children and Young People: Working with children checks”. Since that time the committee 

has reconsidered the findings contained within the report and has resolved to amend finding 5 and finding 6 on 

page 17 for the purposes of clarity. The amended findings are as follows: finding 1, which was previously 

finding 5 in the eighth report, reads — 

There are advantages to working with children checks being administered by a body independent of 

government, such as an independent Children’s Commissioner with a specific child protection focus.  

Finding 2, which was previously finding 6 in the eighth report, reads — 

In Western Australia, as the Children’s Commissioner does not have a narrow child protection focus, it 

is appropriate for the Department for Child Protection to continue to be responsible for the 

administration of working with children checks as the Department’s main focus is child protection.  

The committee hopes that the Minister for Child Protection will consider the committee’s new findings in 

conjunction with the findings and recommendations contained within the eighth report during the statutory 

review of the Working with Children (Criminal Record Checking) Act 2004 that is currently underway.  

MR M.P. WHITELY (Bassendean) [10.02 am]: I will be very brief. I just want to say that the ninth report 

corrects the errors I spoke about when we tabled the eighth report. The previous error was, I think, an error in the 

translation of our thoughts during the committee process. The last report had a tight deadline, and somehow we 

did not quite sign off on the right things. I simply wanted to highlight that the anomalies that I pointed out when 

we delivered the eighth report have been addressed through these amendments that have made the intention of 

the committee clearer so that there could be no confusion. I commend the report.  

 


